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A new strategy for the City of Trenton: Full
Spectrum of NY develops Trenton Town Center

renton — under Mayor
I Doug Palmer’s leader-
ship since the early
1990s — has for a long time
been the focus of intense effort
by the City government and
various agencies to revitalize
its core downtown area. Now
the City has taken a bold new
move to become a national
leader in urban renewal and
smart growth. It has desig-
nated Full Spectrum of NY
as the developer of Trenton
Town Center, a new, downtown
mixed-use planned develop-
ment, within a block of City
Hall. And by almost all mea-
sures it is the most important
development project in Tren-
ton since the 1970’s.

Full Spectrum is no mere
real estate developer. In fact,
they define their mission and
business as urban revitaliza-
tion, focusing on sustainability
and providing residents with
urban work and lifestyle op-
tions they may not otherwise
have. Their green develop-
ment standards and dedica-
tion to core urban areas is
uncompromised. And Trenton
Town Center is a prime ex-

ample of the creativity and
resourcefulness that the com-
pany typically brings to major
urban initiatives. Indeed, the
project reinforces the “smart
growth development” strate-
gies championed by New Jer-
sey State government.
Within a footprint of roughly
2.4 acres. Trenton Town Cen-
ter promises to provide office,
retail, residential, and parking
facilities to people who want to
work and live downtown. The
project will include Mercer
County’s first high-rise green
office building — providing
increased energy performance
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and an optimized human pro-
ductivity environment that
supports sophisticated con-
sulting and high tech busi-
nesses in Mercer County. With
roughly 300 residential units,
Trenton Town Center will pro-
vide high performance green
residences to attract suburban
residents who are pursuing
urban lifestyles. And, to top it
off, Full Spectrum has solic-
upscale retail users, to support
the urban lifestyles they seek
to provide for residents.

So, what does Full Spectrum
mean by “sustainability”. It
means a lot. First, it means

that their projects promise
an economic level of sustain-
ability that truly benefits
municipalities’ tax rolls in the
long-run. Second, it means
environmental sustainability.
Full Spectrum seeks to de-
velop at a LEED Gold design
level wherever possible. This
means incorporation of en-
ergy efficient technologies for
heating and cooling including
geothermal, absorption chill-
ers, natural lighting with day-
light controls, under-floor air
distribution, waste water and
air stream heat recovery, and
storm water collection and re-
use in cooling towers. Finally,
Full Spectrum is committed
to the local economies within
which they work. Trenton
Town Center alone will create
over 1,200 permanent jobs and
over 750 temporary construc-
tion jobs — with an emphasis
on empowering minority and
women owned business en-
terprises.

The Full Spectrum team is
marching forward at a brisk
pace to make their vision hap-
pen. Trenton Town Center,
Trenton’s first high perfor-

mance mixed-use green de-
velopment, is scheduled to be
complete in December of 2008.
And, by the time the project is
complete, it is expected that it
will spur other high value pri-
vate investment in the area.
For Trenton, a city strategi-
cally positioned within New
York and Philadelphia, the
news could not be better. m
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